1, Morley Bellegard 
I’m homeless, living on the 
street picking bottles. Io me, it’s 
~ =. just another day. | survive. 

~ Nobody looks after me. 

as means just to be free. 


1go here and there, wherel 


have blankets in the bush. 


2. John Robbellard 
I’m going to spend Christmas 
with my girlfriend at my home. 
Thave a place now, at the west 
end, so we can spend it together. 


3. Penny Desjarlais 

I want to spend my time with 
my son. He's up in Hinton. He 
just turned nine years old. I 
just visited him, I hadn't seen 
him in five years. 


4, Jerry Carriere 


T enjoy Christmas. | just come 
around the community and see 
the people, and visit with all my 
friends that live close by. 1 buy 
gifts, whatever they need. I go to 
the closest dinners at The 
Mustard Seed, the Bissell Centre 
and there's always a big gather- 
ing at the Convention Centre. I’m 
on welfare and live in a rooming 
house so | can’t get a tree in 
there, but I like to decorate if | 
can find decorations. 


_ 5. Roger Powder 


“| Sa don’have.a:eine what I'l be 


war on we might ail be dead by 
then. We might not even see 
Christmas. | don't remember last 
year's. My mind was waterlogged 
with alcohol and I didn’t even 
know it was Christmas. I've been 
a heavy equipment operator all 
my life, but now I’m homeless 


6. Ray E. Stonechild 


I don't know what I'll be doing 
this year for Christmas. | live at 
the men’s hostel. Last year | 
stayed in jail. 


7. Valerie Patterson 
Lonly have a hot plate in my 
room so I’m going to one of the 
places-to eat - The Mustard Seed, 
the Bissell Centre or whatever. ] 
can’t cook atmy place so | plan 
on giving them my gift certificate. 
I'm making gifts. | made my god- 
child. chain. out of beads and4 
burnt a little flower.on the middle 
bead. | flattened it first. 


8. David Stonechild 
I’m going to help everybody | can 
even if] have to bust my ass off 
Selling metals. | found an antique 
fire extinguisher I can sell. {’m 
homeless. On Christmas Day I'm 
going to the Shaw Conference 
Centre for dinner. 


interviews + Photos: Linda Dumont 
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With a characteristic lack of compassion and foresight the provincial gov- 
ernment recently presided over funding cuts to early intervention programs 
for children. We re providing here, for your amazement, some of the related 
discussions that took place in the Alberta Legislature on Nov. 21, 2001: 


MS EVANS: Well, Mr. Speaker, quite simply, Children's Services is facing a serious social problem because families are abandoning 
children: a 13,000 caseload last year, 15,000 this year. It doesn't take much thinking to understand that it's not this government 
that's leaving children in difficulty; it's the people of Alberta. 

Mr. Speaker, I have already identified that 31 percent in one region are 11 years of age and over, parent/teen conflict. Does that 
sound like we're abandoning children? We are taking those children on in government because people out there aren't doing their 
job. Let's pull together and get it done. 


. 


DR. TAFT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government is living paycheque to paycheque. Yesterday the Minister of Children's Services 
indicated that she was cutting preventive social services for children even while the number of children requiring protection is, in her 


words, soaring. This month alone 21 agencies serving children in and around Edmonton have had their provincial contracts term 
Dauies St.Ob thes erve , ren p ican. this. Premier, wi murays Dumseli Gs... 
defender of aboriainal interests, stand asid a 

children? 


MR. KLEIN: Mr. Speaker, that question is so unfair. [interjections] It is. My wife is totally committed as is the Minister of Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern Development as is the Minister of Children’s Services 


DR. MASSEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question to the same minister: is it fair to children to 
ments work three-quarters of the way through the fiscal year? 


change the scope of the depart- 


MS EVANS: You know, Mr. Speaker, it's the same thing when we use an adjective to describe children as p« 
Children live in poor circumstances. Children have needs. We look after those with the greatest needs. 


DR. PANNU: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplementary to the Premier: why is the government ignoring respected business 
people like Bob Stollery, who even before these latest cuts accused this government of abandoning vulnerable Alberta children. 


MR. KLEIN: Mr. Speaker, we're hardly abandoning Children’s Services and services for children. | would venture to say that the 
Stollery children's health centre at the University hospital is a marvelous example of how this government is working with the pri- 
vate sector to provide essential services for children. Indeed, the children who go to that centre are sick children. They need help, and 
they're getting first-class help and care, probably the best in this country. I would say that that is a very poor example. 


DR. PANNU: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final supplementary to the Premier: why is the Premier still determined to push through 
the planned $275 million in corporate tax cuts? Why is he refusing to do his part even if it means that thousands of vulnerable chil- 
dren in Calgary and elsewhere will suffer? 


MR. KLEIN: Mr. Speaker, children in this province will not suffer. 


DR. MASSEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Two events have occurred recently with respect to children. First, philanthropist Robert 
Stollery proposed to an awards luncheon for innovative charities and volunteer organizations that this province dramatically 
change priorities. Stollery challenged Albertans to reduce poverty in the province so conditions of poorer citizens could be at least as 
good as those of citizens in European nations, Australia, japan, and even Poland. He went on to say, and I quote: we could show the 
world a stunning Alberta advantage by shifting our priorities, by making a real frontal attack on poverty of that 20 percent of 
Albertans, mainly children, who now live here below the poverty line. 

Second, this week we celebrated National Child Day on November 20. On November 20, 1989, the convention on the rights of 
the child was adopted in the United Nations General Assembly. In a- move to promote an awareness of this convention, the 
Canadian Parliament passed the Child Day Act in 1993, designating November 20 as Child Day. 

These two events seem to have had little impact on government policy. The race to be debt free is more attractive than the race 
to end poverty. The fervour to balance budgets is more intense than the fervour to help children. Accelerating the debt repayment is 
more important than accelerating programs for children. 


MR. MAR: That's horseshit. 


ms, initiated in 1993, were often identified as a 
actor in the child welfare caseload growth. Survey respon- 
dents indentified welfare reforms as one of the most signifi- 
cant causes of caseload growth. A CEO commented: “Welfare 
reforms, which were introduced in May, 1993, significantly 
impacted socio-economically disadvantaged families, ulti- 
mately causing additional children to be at risk and in need 


of Child Protection intervention.” 


“K universal message from current child welfare staff is that 
most of the families they see are living in poverty, that cur- 
rent SFI rates are too low, and that there should be integra- 
tion of child welfare and income support programs.” 


Excerpts from “Connecting the Dots, Child Welfare 
Caseload in Alberta”- a report commissioned by the 
Honorable Iris Evans 


Welcome Home Communities, another of the programs whose 
funding has been cut, works with families at risk of Child Welfare 
involvement. It is based on community participation and grout 


aud peer monitoring. and support, Following are excerpts of letters 


asking that the funding be restored: 


“All the support saved me during a time when I felt absolute 
ly anxious and isolated... se« 
has on families there. I see those who cannot afford a phon 
use one there to connect with loved ones or carry on other 
important business. I see babies being safely buckled into a 
child seat because their parents were loaned the proper 
equipment and taught how to use it. I see families in critical 
listress being supported with the knowledge that day or 
t someone from WHC is there for them. 
being pulled out from under me. 
| be heralded as a/proto- 
type in the provincial g 4 nt fam 
ilies from going into crisis. 


the positive effects the WH( 


VV Fit 


LYNN WADE 


“Lam a single mother with 2 young children. Welcome 
Home Community has done a tremendous job of offering 


; Support and guidance from the time | joined through the 
| birth of my second child and the support is ongoing. We are 


a family classified as at risk. Welcome Home Community 
made me feel special and part of their family, especially after 
my child's birth. They came to the hospital every-day and 
into my home afterwards. 

I am asking that the Alberta Government and MaMowe 
Capital Region please reconsider cutting this valuable 
resource that myself and so many others have come to 
depend on. 

Many of us in the Welcome Home Community are fami- 
lies at risk. We need the services this agency provides before a 
crisis becomes a tragedy--a tragedy that could have been pre- 
vented by WHC becoming involved at the very early stages 
of a family situation.” 


Tammy HUNKING 


Ane 


cut-backs 
connecting 


circumstances 


a 
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letters tothe 
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Locke-ing 


j 


hollow of the truth and demonstrates the 


a 


and windows. For all of this Mr. Gobel 
charges the poorest people in our city up to 
$400 per month. He is collecting in the area 


It is also no small fact that police have 


recogniz ed 
You go on 


alluding t 


to talk about gentrification, 
) the fact that middle-class people 


Gentrification is a very political 


Letters to the Editor can be mailed to: 
> 10527-97 Street, 

> Edmonton, AB 

T5H 2H6 


> Email: ourvoice@bisselicentre.org 


(780) 429-7008 


> Fax 


[a = 


areas of the city. This action must come in 
the form of subsidized, 


the form of increased supports for people 


social housing, in 


of $10,000 each month from a building he ire moving into an older, poorer neighbour- _ with severe disadvantages and in an overall 

horns refuses to manage properly. Two thousand, hood. By cleaning it up and getting rid of _ attitude adjustment about how our society 

ive hundred dollars of his income goes _ the crime, rental prices will be iver out of treats those left behind. But this is not our 

di rectly to a multi-million dollar business _ the reach of the poorest residents. You have neighbourhood’s re ees to bear 

our recent article on the Community tycoon in Calgary, Bill Nilsson, the regis- a misconception about both the meaning of alone. We will contribute as much as we 

Action Project's action to clean up the tered owner of the building who also refuses gentrification and th are of the neigh- _can and we will be able to co ioe more 

oe FEEDBACK Locke Apartments in Norwood was _ to acknowledge any responsibility bourhood where CAP works if our own community is safer and healthi 


er. 


f: process 
= futility of doing nothing in the face of fear been called to Locke 43 times in 2001, not. which endears itself to large property devel- If you are suggesting that home-buyers 
fire _ ou 1r article painted a picture of a quaint mention an additional 77 calls from — opers who plan very aggressively to sweep _ purchase houses in areas away from central 
fluids tle building inhabited tenant Menenane other emergency response departments like through a iow cost neighbourhood to build Edmonton so that the —— crime one 
futility scurrying about in the appearance of a vil Fire and Ambulance. high-end housing and posh commercial dis- disorder can be maintained (in order to 


GENTRIFICATION 


“gentrify": convert (a 


working-class or inner- 
city district etc.) into an 
area of middle-class resi- 


lage street. It told readers, in 
it is okay 
there is nowhere else 


my view, that 
here 
for them to go, tha 
any roof is good enough. It highlighted the 
opinions of only a couple of the some 40 
people who live in the building and it gave 
voice to a landlord who exploits these peo- 
ple because he knows he can. 

What the article did not state is that the 
building has been deteriorating for the past 
number of years due to the negligence of 
the landlord. It has an extensive history 
with the Capital Health Department 
Recently, a five page health report, one of 
the longest ever produced on a single build- 
ing, stated the damage to the building and 


for people to live because 


surrounding neighbourhood has 
reacted to the problems that have spilled 
out of the building into their lives. There are 
needles and condoms around the building, 
on the sidewalks and in the gutters. There 
are violent fights and yelling matches on 
the street and prostitutes, who live in the 
building, take johns into the backyards of 
the neighbouring houses. 

Certainly this type of activity is rooted in 
complicated realities. Your article suggests 
that the Locke provides a place, when no 
one else will, for people engaged in these 
activities and that there should be a courte- 
ous acceptance of ae You state “communi- 
ty is whatever small place, one room or one 


The 


tricts. 

Here in Norwood and Alberta Avenue 
there is a far different story unfolding. 
story of people young and old, poor and not 
SO poor, native to our county and new to 
our country. It is mostly people who scraped 
their bits of savings together to buy homes 
for their families and, contrary to Wayne 

;0bel’s comment about the neighbourhood 
being 85% homeowners, we're really only 
just past 50%. It is a neighbourhood where 
poorer working people are able to buy hous- 
es they want to invest in and protect. They 
don’t want crime and they don’t want to be 
afraid. In our neighbourhood there are 
many immigrants, starting new in a new 


Itisa 


keep rents low) then you are supporting 
urban sprawl. People with money move to 
the suburbs and with their money they have 
more stability and more power 
Economically healthy communitiés get 
more support in order to stay healthy 
because they have some level of power and 
older central neighbourhoods are ignored, 
relying on occasional civic benevolence with 
little power to really change anything. The 
people live in fear and are under constant 
pressure to survive -- not only economically, 
but also physically. 

In this world we can live without the 
likes of Wayne Gobel and Bill Nilsson vic- 
timizing people who live in the Locke 


a ed ; : building, where you can find acceptance _ world. There are single parents. There are Apartments and the neighbourhood where 
dence. gentrification/gen- the danger it posed to those who live there. my e eo tac , : 
spe é a : just the way you are.” This is a beautiful seniors who have lived here for as many as _ the Locke apartments sits and we can avoid 
trifier The Edmonton Safe Housing Committee has 
statement, one I might have written myself us years. They are he to bx up their Dux Voice defending toe sutlity_< of this terri- 
. inspected the building and also produced when Li rom bitisa sa 
Sonemannecemmn, | drama mason SM A RN : . 
dition. Many of the residents we've spoken 
to cannot lock their doors. One woman tions I've had with this rich 


“gentrify, -fied, -fying": to 
convert (an aging area in 
a city) into a more afflu- 
ent middle-class neigh- 
borhood, as by remodel- 
ing dwellings, resulting in 


aa her fridge against her door each 
night for fear of intrusion. Known prosti- 
tutes bring johns into the building and 
leave blood and other fluids all over the 
building’s three bathrooms. The suites are 
small and dingy, with insufficient heating 


oKay Ic 
titution in residential neighbourhoods, or in 
addictions that lead to violence and 
destroyed lives, is mostly irrelevant. What is 
real is that most people will resist having 
this type of activity impact their lives when 
brought on by another person. This must be 


r people to be engaged in street pros- 


mixture of peo- 
ple who live here, the increased cost is worth 
the increased safety and health. 

We recognize there are pressures on peo- 
ple, especially if there is insufficient action 
to guard our most vulnerable citizens who 
can’t afford to live in even the cheapest 


MicHaAeEL WALTERS 
Community ORGANIZER 


Community Action ProJect 


increased property val- 
ues and in displacement 
of the poor. gentrification 


Wesster’s DICTIONARY OF THE 
American LanGuace (1988). 


Our Voice Magazine supporting slum landlords? 


“Simultaneously a physi- 
cal, economic, social and 
cultural phenomenon, 
gentrification commonly 
involves the invasion by 
middle-class or higher- 
income groups of previ- 


ously working-class 


neighbourhoods or multi- 
occupied ‘twilight areas’ 
and the replacement or 
displacement of many of 
the original occupants." 


ur Voice Magazine supporting absen- 

tee slum landlords? Our Voice 

Magazine supporting the stereotype 
that poor folks should expect and accept liv- 
ing in substandard, sub-rate, second-class 
accommodations? This would certainly 
appear as a dramatic change in values for a 
magazine that I have supported since it 
began. Unfortunately, your recent article 
on the Locke Apartments and the 
Community Action Project has lead me to 
this conclusion. 


In your November article there was no 
mention of the Multi-Millionaire Owner of 
the Locke Apartment Building, the Nilsson 
Family of Calgary. This absentee slum land- 


number of police calls that have occurred 
each year under the loving care of Nilsson 
family and Wayne Goebel. 

However, when the Community Action 
Project (CAP) demands better living envi- 
ronments for people in our community, and 
we demand it from a Multi-Millionaire slum 
landlord and his building manager, we are 
portrayed as the “bad guys”. Your article 
suggests that the people living in the build- 
ing are less entitled to standards of living we 
adhere to as a society. In addition, if the 
current ownership does not bring the build- 
ing up to standard and closes it, you infer it 
is CAP’s fault for bringing the issue to light. 
Your article implies that the residents of the 


an increase in incentives to build this type 
of housing. We do not want people dis- 
placed or kicked out, as your article sug- 
gests. To the contrary, we believe all com- 
munity residents have the right to organize 
against those who would displace them 

The Community Action Project does not 
support gentrification as your article incor- 
rectly implied. Gentrification often occurs 
when owners, speculators and developers 
acquire multiple properties, and-the power 
to make decisions on the development of 
the whole community without community 
input. We are currently aware that this is 
occurring im Our community. There are 
groups of people, and organizations, which 


think otherwise is naive, and demonstrates 
a lack of understanding of the issues at 
hand. 

Our Voice Magazine has changed. It no 
longer criticizes absentee slum landlords for 
expecting low-income residents to live in 
appalling conditions. Our Voice does not 
cry out for social housing justice and has 
not supported CAP for its attempts to gain 
better living conditions for the Locke resi- 
dents. Our Voice Magazine is not educat- 
ing residents and the community as to the 
real issues of gentrification. Unfortunately, 
or by design, Our Voice is now silent on the 
real issues, preferring to vilify CAP, with its 
huge staff of three people and its Board 


Curis HAMNETT (1984) lord and his building manager, Wayne building should just accept living in sub- have purchased many buildings and prop- made up of community members from 
Gobel (whom you incorrectly referred 6 as standard condit tions, as this is a part of — erties. Should these groups choose to sell every economic background (renters and 
the owner), have demonstrated time and D¢ing poor and living in the inner city. them off, the community will have little or homeowners), none of them financially 
time again that they don’t care about the Although Our Voice Magazine may believe no say int the matter, and residents will be wealthy. 
residents of the Locke or the community the this elitist, paternalistic view, CAP does not. given their notices, as they have no power. Mg ee 
building is situated within. You also neglect- CAP believes everyone, regardless of The current ownership and manage- 
ed to mention that the owner and the man. come or status, deserves affordable, safe, ment of the Locke view the building as-a BLock LEaper AND CHain 
ager refused to meet the Capital Health well-managed accommodations. We do not capital investment. They are not interested Community Action Prosect 
standards required to make the building accept or expect people to live in a substan- in social capital, as are members of the 
safer even though they can financially dard environment. CAP members have Community Action Project. If the price is 
afford to ‘adhere to oiao standatal Finally, made Suggestions to the City of Edmonton right, the current ownership will sell without 
there was no mention of the escalating to initiate ideas that would further result in regard or concern for the Locke residents. To 
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Dunce’s CAP 


S a frontline worker at Bissell 
Acer I believe I have a good 

grasp of the issues surrounding 
housing and the lack thereof. Landlords 
who take advantage of people by renting 
out substandard housing are an ongoing 
parasitic problem within the city. That 
being said, I am having a problem with 
seeing the people I work with left without 
housing of any kind because CAP has 
worked to have a place condemned. The 
shelters in this city are filled at, if not 
beyond, capacity and the vacancy rate 
seems to be in sharp decline. Combine 
this with ever increasing rental rates, 
landlords unwilling to be flexible with 
damage deposits and a provincial gov- 
ernment refusing thus far to provide a 
realistic shelter allowance (a government, 
] might add that long ago stopped assist- 
ing people with damage deposits) and we 
have a huge problem. | agree with the 


A deep ditch 
between us 


t's difficult to approach this Christmas 
ino a great deal of sadness. It's cold 

and there are too many people homeless. 
Programs that are lifelines to teenagers and 
families in crisis have had their funding cut. 
It is hard to explain how this feels when 
these are not statistics, but people you see 
everyday, people whose stories you know 
and whose lives have enriched yours. It’s 
hard not to feel powerless when you are 
struggling under the weight of a govern- 
ment that has no social conscience - a gov- 
ernment that refuses to recognize it’s respon- 
sibility to ensure that people are housed and 
have access to the resources they need to 
lead lives with dignity. 


These are not political games. These are 
peoples’ lives. How many stories can we tell 
before someone hears and makes the con- 
nection? How many pictures and poems can 
we send across the great divide before some- 
one on the other side realizes that there's 
something wrong - there are great injustices 
in this province and we're all responsible. 

In keeping with the season | would like 
to share with you a story told by the man 
whose birth we celebrate at Christmas: 

“There was once a rich man who wore 
expensive clothes and everyday ate the best 
food. But a poor beggar named Lazarus was 
brought to the gate of the rich man’s house. 
He was happy just to eat the scraps that fell 
from the rich man’s table. His body was cov- 
ered with sores and dogs kept coming up to 
lick them. The poor man died, and angels 
took him to the place of honor next to 
Abraham. 

The rich man also died and was buried. 

He went to hell and. was suffering terribly. 


desire of CAP to see people no longer liv- 
ing in unsafe environments but I do not 
understand how being homeless and 
without shelter of any kind is a better 
option. | was told by an individual 
involved with this initiative that there 
would be housing made available to 
replace what has been condemned, yet 
all I have seen being built so far is an 
Inner-City Housing project that won't be 
taking tenants until sometime after 
January. Is it not possible for CAP to 
ensure that the people left without a 
place to live have somewhere to go before 
having a place deemed unfit? From 
where | sit it looks like CAP is going about 
this backwards. Wouldn't it have made 
more sense to have proper affordable 
housing, or at least adequate space avail- 
able in the shelter system, in place before 
condemning buildings and punishing 
these disreputable landlords? 


MICHELLE MARKHAM 


Communrry Liason Support WorKeER 


When he looked up and saw Abraham far 
off and Lazarus at his side he said to 
Abraham, “Have pity on me! Send Lazarus 
to dip his finger in water and touch my 
tongue. I’m suffering terribly in this fire.” 

Abraham answered, “My friend, remem- 
ber that while you lived, you had everything 
good, and Lazarus had everything bad. Now 
he is happy, and-you are in pain. And 
besides there is a deep ditch between us, and 
no one from either side can cross over.” 

These are tough words, but they speak 
strongly to the need for justice, to the need 
for a balance to be struck between those 
who have and those who have not, even if it 
is in the next world. Over this Christmas 
season | encourage everyone to reflect on 
what justice means in our city, in our 
province, at this particular time in our histo- 
ry. 
~ Thank-you for your support over the past 
year. Our Voice, staff, vendors and writers, 
wish you a peaceful Christmas season. See 
you in the New Year! 


NATASHA LAURENCE 


| Tough times 
for Child 
Welfare 


ere has been much in the news lately 
about the provincial government's latest 


round of budget cuts and much of that 
attention has been devoted to the canceuu- 
tion or reduction of early intervention pro- 
grams. When the Alberta Government estab- 
lished a new “community based” model for 
child welfare services by appointing 18 
Regional Boards to govern the delivery of 


Locke-down 


$I listened to Mayor Bill Smith talk- 
Ae: about his desire to see affordable 

housing rise from the rubble of the 
International Hotel in downtown 
Edmonton my mind made a connection to 
the article in the November issue of “Our 
Voice” about people living in the Locke 
Apartment building. 


That article invited readers to under- 
stand when we hear news stories about 
actions to have this or that building fixed 
up or torn down. The full story is more 
complex than the mainstream media typi- 
cally portray it. There are real people with 
real and desperate needs for a place to call 
home on both sides of these issues. It is not 
good community folks on one side and an 
unsafe/unhealthy/disreputable building 
on the other. Usually there are poor needy 
people in that building. 

At first listen it seems like a thoughtful 
sensible comment to call for affordable 
housing on the site of the old 
International. But in the unlikely event 
that is what happens (unlikely because the 
federal and provincial governments are 
not making money available to build the 
thousands of affordable rental units need- 
ed in this city), this will be a housing 
development located on a bleak corner of 
96th Street, with the police headquarters, 
fire department headquarters, two large 
parking lots and the Army and Navy 
Department Store surrounding it. Great 
place to call home. 

Mayor Smith is expressing a dangerous 
viewpoint not unlike that of the people 
who live near the Locke Apartment build- 


child welfare services within local areas, it 
was to stand on 4 “pillais”. These “pillars” 
were and still are “community based servic- 
es”, “early intervention”, “integrated servic- 
es”, and “improved services for aboriginal 
children”. Among other things, “community 
based” means that services are accessible and 
tailored to the needs of the particular com- 
munity. “Early intervention” is about provid- 
ing support to children and families who are 
likely to be at risk of developing problems 
requiring child welfare intervention, so that 
hopefully such intrusive intervention would 
not be necessary. 


So how is one to understand the cutting 
of programs that were to be a key part of 
the foundation of the new system? How 
committed is the Alberta Government to 
prevention? How committed is the Alberta 
Government to meeting local community 
needs? What role is there left for the region- 
al boards? Is their role in the shaping of 
programs to meet community needs now 
reduced to deciding which cuts come first? 
The government's explanation for cutting 
programs to vulnerable children is that oil 
and gas revenues have fallen dramatically. 
That would have more credibility if MLAs 
had not given themselves a healthy raise 
recently and if cabinet ministers downsized 
their expensive government cars to some- 
thing more modest. It would also have 
more credibility if government, when flush 
with a 6 billion dollar provincial surplus 
last year, had shown serious interest in 
addressing the long term funding inade- 
quacies of the child welfare system. The 
funding squeeze is not something that just 
developed with the fall in the price of oil 
and gas. Prior to the recent one percent cut, 
child welfare provincially was facing a 
budget shortfall of roughly $40 million. 
There was direction from government that 
regional authorities must find ways to stay 
within their budget. While the amount of 


ing: “Them and Us” thinking that says “let 
them live there but leave us to enjoy our 
own community with our own sort around 
us.” It is the same approach that causes 
security guards to move quickly in down- 
town malls to remove anyone shabbily 
dressed (especially if they look aboriginal) 
from the premises, but I can loiter all day 
if I look like a middle class white man 
from the suburbs with a couple of credit 
cards in my pocket. 

It's the charity thinking that keeps us 
from understanding we’re all in this 
together and lets us feel good about drop- 
ping a crumb for the unfortunate while we 
enjoy the whole doughnut. Dare we think 
about doing for others as we would like 
others to do for us? If | was living on $300 
a month on welfare, had a chronic mental 
health condition, little education and a 
long history of being abused, and the only 
place | could find some refuge from the 
winter was the Locke Apartment building, 
would J want people demanding it be fixed 
up or shut down, without assuring me they 
were prepared to give me a room in their 
home? Would | get any comfort from the 
mayor talking vaguely about hoping a 
dreary downtown corner would become 
low-rent apartments when he and the rest 
of the city council members who worked a 
block away from that corner could return 
at the end of the day to houses with bed- 
room closets the size of many of the rooms 
me and my friends would be living in 

It is so tough to act with true justice, to 
be true community builders -- so much 
more complicated than our first simple 
actions often assume it is. 


Jim GURNETT 


money allocated to child welfare has 
increased in recent years, the growing need 
for services due to population growth and 
other factors far exceeds the budget provid- 
ed. From 1993 until the formation of the 
Children’s Services Department in 1998, an 
inadequate child welfare budget was sup- 
plemented with money saved by slashing 
welfare benefits and severely cutting the 
welfare caseload. Is there a connection 
between welfare cuts and the continuing 


shortages in child welfare services? Much 
has already been said about the casualties 
of “welfare reform 

When pressed by critics to divert money 


from the provincial surplus to needed servic 
es, government has been quick to point out 
that by law surplus money must be applied 
against the provincial debt. Our hands are 
tied they say with relatively straight faces. So 
who made that law and who do you think 
has the power to change it? One might con- 
clude that the priorities of the Alberta 
Government have less to do with the well- 
being of disadvantaged people and more to 
do with the well-being of business and politi- 
cians. While there obviously are limits to 
what governments can spend, the real ques- 
tions have to do with what are the priorities 
of this government. Clearly debt reduction 
reigns supreme and the provincial govern- 
ment shows a determination to continue on 
that path regardless of the impact on the less 
fortunate. It’s pretty hard to argue against 
paying off one’s debts, but is it really neces- 
sary to withdraw services to children in need 
to do so? Must debt reduction be paired with 
a reduction in compassion? 

While Minister of Children’s Services, Iris 
Evans, gets to carry the can for the crunch on 
children’s services, is there really any doubt 
about who holds the power in this govern- 
ment? Think back to election night, and oh 
yes, welcome to Ralph's world! 


Bos RECHNER 
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Emotional Abuse: 
The Forgotten 
Violence 


ovember is designated Family Violence Month in 
\\ccsaie. Violence between intimate partners is particu- 

larly cruel and demeaning. Physical violence is the 
obvious that leaves marks and scars. It is measurable and 
immediately evident. Emotional or mental abuse heaped on a 
spouse has a different effect. It is far more treacherous and vio- 
lating, leaving scars that are long lasting. Emotional abuse is 
violence, which is ignored or unrecognized like an ugly cousin. 


“Any attempt by one person to impose their will on 
another is an act of violence.” I didn’t say that, Gandhi did. 

Many men can and do stop physical violence which they 
have visited on their partners. This is usually done by threat or 
fear of punishment. Would Gandhi say that jail or ae 


_jS.a violen nN pene tere 
use is to put the p lig on the fug and take the aac ion cane om 


reiauonsn Ip I K 
course shila on nities. The ase eae encourage and 
assist men to halt physical violence, but do not address emo- 
tional violence. 

I have sat with many women who have left violent rela- 


The Dream Keeper 


This story is one of Hope, Joy and Inspiration...coming to us as a 
Christmas gift...as told by one who traveled afar...after sitting 
still for a very long time...to see what she knew she needed to 
see. She is a very special kind of a lady, a very dear friend and I 
hope to do her story justice because it comes straight from the 
heart of one who knows how to return honour where honour is 
due. When she gave me this story, her words caught in her 
throat...choked by tears inspired by the awe she felt at having 
been witness to one of the miracles of life... 


The warmth of a sunny summer day had turned bitterly 
cold. A sudden thunderstorm unleashed its violence on the 
sunny summer street scenes of Montreal, driving the tourists 
and workers indoors to leave the streets empty and barren. 
She hurried on through the drenching rain...challenging 
her traveling companions to quicken their pace to keep up 
with her. They did not understand her sense of urgency but 
accepted it...pushing on although it was growing late in the 
day...and all three were tired, cold and wet. She led the 
way...ignoring blistered feet...something was waiting ahead 
for her to see...it would be missed if she didn’t hurry. 
Surprisingly, as soon as they left the tourist area, the rain 
stopped as suddenly as it had started. 


They found themselves beside a construction site where the 
dirt had turned into mud below an industrial metal fence. A 
bridge was under construction, linking New Montreal to Old 
Montreal -- a bridge between the haves and the have-nots, 
between the busy industrial world and the more down-to- 
earth street people. Here...just past the tourist traps...beside 
a decrepit old building with a sign reading the “Old City 
Mission” (still:standing even after all these years)...was an 
old man clinging to the chain-link fence with a gnarled and 
weathered hand. His other hand was moving in a slow 
repetitive pattern that looked like the same meaningless 


tionships and their stories have a common theme. It is emo- 
tional and mental abuse that has impacted their lives far 
greater than physical abuse. It destroys the spirit and wounds 
the soul. Physical abuse usually has a build-up, then bang it is 
over, followed by a “honeymoon” period. Emotional abuse is 
ongoing and relentless. Name-calling, withholding money, 
withholding affection, put-downs, blaming partner for unhap- 
piness, isolating partner from friends or family and so on are 
examples of abusive behavior. These are tactics of oppression 
and control that are grounded in belief systems. The good 
news is that they are learned and can be unlearned. 

Men who | have worked with are also unhappy with their 
intimate relationships when they have committed acts of 
emotional violence. They often sputter, cough and shift 
uneasily when asked what it is they want when being abusive. 
“She doesn’t listen to me” is one that is often used as an expla- 
nation or “she really knows how to push my buttons.” After 
letting guys expand a little on their experiences, “she doesn’t 
listen” usually means “I am not getting my way.’ Pushing my 
buttons means she is responsible for my happiness and | am 
not getting it from her. This bewilders men. “What did I do?” 
arms extended outward, eyes rolling in exasperation, appeal- 


ing to @ higher authority lik 


( stood is certainiy wnat ali of us 
would li ke. It is part: of our human condition. It would be use- 
ful to first listen to and understand ourselves. Tuning into our 


feelings and sensing what we need is a good start. Men and 


repetitive actions often observed in institutionalized 
patients...for some reason she was drawn in closer to watch 
him. It came to her almost like a shock...a realization 
drawn from somewhere deep inside her...that this was what 
she had traveled so far to see...that he was rescuing rain- 


drops...a scene right out of her dreams! 


With slow and painful movements, which obviously cost 
him great effort, the old man was offering refuge to the 
helpless drops of rain as they poised expectantly on the 
metal wire of the fence. With outreached hand and extend- 
ed finger, he reverently touched each drop...allowing it to 
transfer itself onto his waiting fingertip. Then, with great 
tenderness and careful motion he gently lowered each one 
to the ground before turning his attention to the next one 
and then to the next. He was helping each precious drop to 
complete the full circle of its journey from Earth to Sky and 
back again to Mother Earth. 


Passersby talked and laughed as they scurried past him...he 
let no one interfere or bother him. A hurried, burly man 
rudely jostled him, nearly knocking him to the 
pavement...he struggled to keep his balance...and with a 
peculiar teetering motion...moved painfully back to his 
appointed task. She was not able to see his face...half hid- 
den by an old hat. A huge draping coat covered his body... 
stooped posture caused even his feet to be covered. He 
looked a little like “The Shadow” character of earlier times 
yet there was nothing shadowy about what he was doing. 
Though she had never seen him before...she recognized him 
immediately...like her, this one worked to help preserve peo- 
ple’s dreams. 


To her knowing eyes...each drop of rain was a precious 
jewel...a dream or vision belonging to someone...a dream 
whose growth was interrupted by the harsh realities of 
industrialized life. How often had she felt pain...the pain of 
others...for dreams lost...by individuals, groups or 
nations...the hopes lost by humankind for a better way of 


ie RES 


many women struggle with this. We generate our own feel- 
ings; others are not the source of them. “Commune with thy- 
self, lest you be as lonely as an abandoned tricycle in a play- 
ground.” The sun can be the stimulus to feel cheery and light- 
hearted, but feelings are our own responsibility. Looking for 
and knowing our feelings and needs is the first step in being 
respectful and empathetic in communicating with partners. It 
is difficult to respond compassionately to others when self- 
compassion is absent. C’mon guys, the emotional market- 
place is open; spend some time and energy. 

Most men can recite the qualities that produce and sus- 
tain respectful, healthy relationships. Yet, they have a difficult 
time realizing how to act them out. It is a lengthy process to 
let go of and discard the values and beliefs which brought 
them to this point, and it takes time to learn that other possi- 
bilities exist. Finding alternatives to behaviors which get men 
into trouble, is daunting and difficult. It usually goes against 
the beliefs that we hold about relationships; beliefs that have 
been reinforced by family, media and institutions. Without 
going into a tirade of what these beliefs are, men could do 
well by examining and understanding what brought them to 
the place they are today. 

Stopping or halting physical violence is admirable, but 
does not address the beliefs that underlie abusive behaviors. It 
is these beliefs that legitimize emotional and mental violence. 
It is a daunting task which is slow and arduous. Some men 
are working hard towards this end, perhaps not for an unsal- 
vageable current relationship, but for future ones. There are 
men out there who are identifying control tactics, how to 
share power and to relate non-violently. They are learning 
and trying to put into practice habits that 


Curtis GROSCOE 


life? How often had she told the stories...hoping some one 
would get their message...hoping someone would catch 
their vision? How often had she hoped someone would dare 
to live their dreams? Here, like her, was someone who was 
giving whatever it cost to save those dreams...giving each 


dream a new chance to live again...carefully reconstructing 
life’s shattered hopes. 


At long last she was able to move on...her spirit lightened. 
After only a few steps, the three travelers found themselves 
amidst a mob of disturbingly angry-looking people. The 
travelers stood still...looking directly into their eyes... feeling 
the crowd’s mood shift to one of incredible peace and har- 
mony. Joy welled up in her heart. They shared total accept- 
ance with these street. people...these ones who had so little 
shared so much...of their laughter...of their stories... of 
themselves. Here, upon this bridge between two worlds... 
through the one who still truly believes in dreams...she was 
witnessing in others despair transformed to hope. Here, in 
this place of desolation...she found truth...she found beauty 
...and best of all...she found hope renewed...a gift her soul 
had been starving for. 


She knows too that she can count on that one to still be 
there...for as long as he is needed...to help to keep the 
dreams of others. 


JAKE FRIEDMAN 
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I weep when 
I see 


I weep when I see the people 

On the streets, the world denies them 
But they are there 

Cold.and hungry, lonely and forgotten 


I weep when I see the evils of 
the world 

A billion prayers unanswered 
A string of hope in a tapestry 
Of evil... 


I weep when I see the people of war 
Their spirits gone, emotions drained 
A permanent scar uplifted 

The memories of evil and destruction 
always there forevermore 


I weep when I see the evils of the world 
A billion prayers unanswered 

A string of hope in a tapestry 

Of evil 


SPENCER THOMPSON, Age:13 
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BADLY , BUT EVER So icin ga.- 


I thank you 
dad For.... 


I thank you dad for putting up with my shit 

I thank you dad for doing the things you did 

I thank you dad for trying to raise me right 

I thank you dad for putting up with the fight 

I thank you dad for hanging in there for me 

I thank you dad for not going crazy on me 

I thank you dad for visiting me when I was locked up 

I thank you dad for forgiving me when I was fucked up 
I thank you dad for helping me realize 

I thank you dad for letting me see the tears in your eyes 
I thank you dad for helping me see the light 

And most of all I thank you for giving me life 


Love, your youngest son: 


ADAM CHRISTOPHER NEAPETUNG 
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INY PROFESSION, BEGINS WITH BKARCLAWS CHAAM. 


WITHOMY OBSESSION, (iLL NEVER Oo NO HARM, 


TGO WEAK,ZWHEN 7 Look INTO WomEN’ EYES. 


THOUGH 1§ SPEAK, GUT» NOT MOK Bet GUY So. 


1 ALWAYS SEE SOFTNESS, LIKE SOFT AS A KISS. 


THIS 5 2t ~B6LES5, BUT, NEVER MAKE I(T A WISH. 


EYES LiKE Bite, CREATED FRom THE Sy. 
i witt ALwAYS GE TRUE, ASK ME WRY. 
ee ee A is Poe TIC KETTER. 


TN THIS WISHING WELL;i1$ SomeTHING BETTE 


EYES OF GREEN.,UNMATCHFEFUL FoR ME. 
EVEN iF | DREAM, OF. WHAT iT CAN GE. 


LiKE A STING, You FEEL Some PAIN. ™ 
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christmas 
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Counter-culture 
Christmas 


ar same ofits Christmas hire lmanes 


music and all that “happy happy, joy 
oy” stuff can trigger painful feelings creat- 
] ger } j 
ed by childhood in 


lost relationships, lost families of our own 


dysfunctional families, 


and that totally unnecessary yearly 
reminder that we no longer have hope of 
being able to host or be guests at the festal 
board, so lovingly depicted in TV advertise- 
ments. There is a temptation to just say, ‘I 
don’t do Christmas’, and ignore the whole 
carnival. However the 


always celebrated the turnin 


human race has 


of the year. 
The glitter of the consumer Christmas floats 
on top of a very deep lake, only the warm 
top two or three inches of which has any- 
thing to do with Christianity. 


“Out of the depths we have cried....” 
Israel sang in captivity in Babylon, out of 
the depths, out of the darkness of the 
longest nights of the year we can find heal- 
ing if we remember that the solstice is also a 
season of sacrifice. Our ancestors put out 
their fires and faced the cold and dark of the 
longest night of the year to acknowledge the 
powers of darkness, which have not always 
been seen as unrelievedly evil. Out of the 
darkness of earth’s womb they came in the 
morning to light anew the solstice fire, to 
welcome back father sun. Both the darkness 
and the light were honored as powers to be 
respected. 

We can change the way we do 
Christmas, if, instead of allowing the sym- 
bols and resonance of what is happening in 
shopping malls to trigger memories of pain 
we reinvent our personal celebrations, cre- 
ate new symbols, reinvest older ones and 
change that resonance so that it does not 
hurt anymore. If we remember that before 
we can embrace joy, we first have to release 
pain, we can reinvent ourselves.every year. 
By acknowledging in private and public rit- 
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fices that are not always fair or just and 
terms with 
the losses in our lives and be ready to 


encounter the beginning of another year 


hardly ever fun, we can come t 


with hope. The consumer Christmas doesn’t — 


facir nd 
facm 


ing and reieasing pal AS a Culture we 


do not want to acknowledge pain, so we 
have very few ways of releasing it, other 
than in the over-consumption of alcohol 
and the attendant burnt offerings out on 


the highway every yeat 


We can also invite Mother Earth to our 


celebrations. Sentience and consciousness 
only offer us a platform from which to 
observe the working out of instinctual 


just fine without 
it. The illusion of 
control given by 
self-awareness 
can vanish in the 
face of any 

strong emotion 

arising out of the N O 
within ourselves. 

The loss of this 

illusion in itself always hurts and much of 
the pain we experience in life comes from 
rejecting and devaluing those parts of our- 
selves and others which challenge this illu- 
sion of control. One of the ways we can 
relearn to value the hidden parts of our- 
selves and of others is in valuing our history 
tices, such the Yule Log, mistletoe, evergreen 
plants like holly and spruce or fir trees, 
Christmas lights and the practice of 
retelling in song and drama of the creation 
myth, although they have been subsumed 
into the Christian culture, existed long 
before Christianity. These symbols and prac- 
tices reflect the deep need humans feel to 
participate in healing rituals at significant 


processes; the biosphere of our planet works 
working out of 
these processes 
and our living planet. 

Many of our holiday symbols and prac- 
times in the planetary year. Even alcohol, 
which has been demonized as of late 
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because too many people have forgotten its 
sacral character, had an important role to 
play in the annual ceremonies of release of 
pain and affirmations of hope for the 
future. We still talk about drowning our sor- 
rows. The consumer celebration of the west- 


ern: world has desacralized Christmas in — 


’ 
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ideology which has subsumed them. 
Additionally, the consumer celebration of 


the western world costs in environmental 
legradation, in the consumption of vanish- 
ing resources and the exploitation of other 
people's labor all over the world. We can 


choose to not participate in these kinds of 
destructive activities without denying our- 
selves the opportunity to ritually let the past 


go and welcome the future 


UJ | | i? 
celebrations that 
were spiritually 


neutral to avoid offending anyone, now 
have celebrations that are spiritually inclu 
sive and accept all rituals, customs and 
symbols that mark this time of the year 
around the world. Some of these rituals are 
very simple. Queen Alexander Community 
league has a neighborhood lantern parade, 
with lanterns that participants make them- 
selves. A Home Schooling Community has 
created an Advent Candle chain in which 
people give candles to friends, wrapped in a 
poem or letter, and instructions to pass 
inother candle on to someone else. There 
are many ways to resacralize the holidays 
in ways that are personally meaningful and 
healing. 

Earth's General Store on Whyte offers 
more than ecologically friendly merchan- 
dise. It is a meeting place for a community 
of minds, a place to find information about 


Deborah Robb 
at Earth’s General 
Store has many 


ideas about ways 


to reinvent 
Christmas. She 
told me about 
groups who 
instead of plan- 
ning Christmas 


what is going on among people in the area 
who have made a commitment to tread a 
little more lightly upon the earth. They pub- 
lish a list of for a “Green 
Christmas”, which keep in mind the exis- 


suggestions 


tence of pebiciy Wm se forests is 


leas [Or ecol LICQLY Iifle¢ Ly de itlor 
gift wrap, lighting and presents that c¢ le- 
brate the 


depths of our pockets. The 


value of our friendships, not the 


suggestions 
range from the practicality 
mothers, save and reus¢ 


yf our grand- 
a realistic evalu- 
ation of the possible success of attempting 
to replant our Christmas tree in the garden 
at the start of January 

h made 
) local chari- 
ties than money and goods; that they offer 


One of the suggestion 


was that people donate more t 


their time and participation as well, to 
understand with more than 
minds 


ust their 
ind to teach their children, that not 
everybody ys the same 


share of the earth's resources that they do. 


n our society enjo 


They list local charitable social agencies 
which would welcome volunteers and a list 
of groups working locally and internation- 
ally for the betterment of human society, 
environment, animals and justice. 

Earth’s General Store (Proprietor Michael 
Kalanovitch), has just celebrated its 10th 
Anniversary at this location. They have lots 
of neat stuff; in particular a really impres- 
sive magazine selection about different 
ways of seeing and operating in the world, 
and a notable lack of sales pressure. If the 
Wal-Mart Christmas doesn’t do it for you, 
don’t give up on the celebration, The Earth’s 
General Store, or a similar-establishment in 
your own area of the city, might be a good 
place to start finding ways to reinvent your 
own Christmas. I know I’m going to pick up 
a little frankincense for my Christmas. | 
wish everybody success in making their 
Christmas a happy one this year. 


THERESA McBrYAN 
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eared in. The New. York 


PAITO 5 rs autnor, 
Francis Pharcellus Church, had written 
them in reply to 8-year-old Virginia who 
said that her little friends had told her there 
was no Santa Claus. The phrase “Yes 
Virginia, there is a Santa Claus” is a con- 
densed expression of the notion that our 
fantasies and myths are important, and 
often spiritually, if not literally, true. 
Virginia's letter and Church's response soon 
became American Christmas classics. 


Santa Claus, also called Saint Nicholas, 
was an actual person. This Greek bishop 
lived and acted in the first part of the 4th 
century A.D. This was the time a Christian 
Emperor, Constantine the Great, laid the 
foundation for the Eastern Roman Empire, 
later called the Byzantine Empire. As the 
Christian bishop of the city of Myra, 
Nicholas revealed his piety, grace and 
benevolence. He became known as the gen- 
erous giver of gifts to children and needy 
adults. Legend tells of his secret gifts of mar- 
riage dowries to three maidens whom 


What Christmas 
means to me 


At 72 years of age, I relate to 71 Yuletide 
Eves and Days. Approximately sixty or per- 
haps one hundred gifts have passed 
through my hands. I recall a shining red 
wagon and a few sweaters that did not fit 
me. 
Especially I have Teddy, a friendly Teddy 
Bear I still have. He travels with me wherev- 
er life leads me. No sass or swearing from 
him! He has been with me 62 of my 72 
years. 

I was born at a very young age in Olds, 
Alberta in September, 1929. 
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CHRISTMAS 
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church 
custom 


coca-cola 


Virginia 
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after death” of this legendary man began 


became Santa Claus or just Santa, and as travels through the air in a sleigh pulled by 


and evolved over the years into devotion to 
Saint Nicholas that extended to all parts of 
Europe. He became the patron saint of 
entire nations including Russia and Greece 
He is also patron saint of sailors, merchants, 
pawnbrokers, and charitable organizations. 
But first of all, he is honored and accepted 
as the special patron of children and the 
traditional bringer of gifts. 

In most parts of Europe children observe 
Saint Nicholas - Santa Claus day on 
December 6th. Saint Nicholas remembers 
all of them and drops off presents in secret 
or sends them by his earthly representatives. 

Saint Nicholas arrived in North America 
on the invitation of Dutch settlers living in 
New Amsterdam. Sinter Klaas, the Dutch 
version of Saint Nicholas, used to bestow 
presents upon children on the eve of 
December 6th. Needless to say, English 
colonists, and especially their children, liked 
that gift-giving observance. 

So, English Protestants adopted this jolly 


Another child was born in Israel 2001 
years ago. His blessed name is Jesus Christ! 
We with faith in Him celebrate His birthday 
each year on December 25th. 

After we take the Christmas trimming 
down we are apt to set aside the season of 
Christmas! 

Jesus Christ was born in a stable. The 
aroma of roasting turkey was absent. Only 
the crude smells of cattle, sheep and mules 
were in His nostrils on that night, that star- 
lit night so long ago. 

So friends, just once say a “Happy 
Birthday, Jesus.” It will make your 


Christmas Day 2001 a happier one. | | 


know!!!! 
Watt Price 


the English Protestants did not observe 
saints days, the Santa visit had to be moved 
forward to Christmas holiday. 

Soon New Amsterdam became New York 
City and the Santa Claus’s gift-giving festi- 
val spread throughout North America and 
soared to international fame. The introduc- 
tion of different timetables of gifts distribu- 
tion for Europe (Dec. 6) and North America 
(Christmas Day) turned out to be a very 
prudent approach, because it gives Santa a 
preparation time before coming t 
and the USA. 

As the feast of Santa is primarily a day 
for kids, Canadian and American children, 
like all children around the world, used to 
be very curious about the likeness of the 
authentic Santa. Succor came from Clement 
C. Moore, a close friend of Santa Claus. In 
the 19th century poem, “The Night Before 
Christmas” Moore ultimately established 
the American image of Santa Claus: that 
this jolly old fellow is a fat man dressed in a 


Canada 


Christmas 
wishes 


There's the traditional 2 front teeth. 
Roasting chestnuts, by an open fire. 


reindeer. The other contributors that elabo- 
rated the American version of Santa Claus 
are: the 19th century cartoonist Thomas 
Nast and the Coca-Cola company. The lat 
ter in the years 1931-1966 ran a series of 
illustrations that depicted a human-sized 
Santa drinking Coke. 

Now Santa Claus is about to finish his 
preparation for the gift-giving festival in 
Europe and other remote continents. Soon, 
he will be heading for North America. And 
you, Dear Children, please, do not ask and 
demand too much, and do not annoy that 
olly, benevolent old fellow. One or two pres- 
ents should appease you. Please, keep in 
mind that he wants to bring gifts to all the 
children of the world, especially those living 
in poverty, like the sparechange poor girl 
from the tale “The Little Match Girl” by 
Hans Christian Andersen. And remember 
that Christmas is more than just receiving, 
and giving makes you feel great. 

Les DUNIN 


Wanting breast implants, or a complete makeover. 
Nothing is hotter than Harry Potter & the new game systems & the games to go with them. 


A new car or household appliance is nice. 


Puppies, kittens, bears or birds, as pets or stuffed animals, 


Any Barbie or the latest action figure is a hit. 


Jewelry such as watches, necklaces, bracelets and rings are sure to please. 
Clothing -- socks, sweaters, shirts, pants and sexy nightwear, are a good fit. 
Cell phones, laptops and PC's , you can’t go wrong. 

PEACE ON EARTH AND GOODWILL TOWARDS MEN ??? 
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s of September 2001 there were 15,052 
children in care in the province of 
Iberta, an increase from 10,064 as of 
September 1996. Of those children, 8,844 
are Aboriginal and 757 are Metis. The cur 
rent legislation regarding children in care, 
the Child Welfare Act, dates back to 1984 


with a few revisions since then. In June 
2001, the*Honorable Iris Evans, Minister of 


Mf the Child Welfare Act. Harvey Cenaik« 
TA) = 
MLA for Calgary 


leading the review 


Buffalo, is responsible for 


One reason for the review is the increas- 
ing role of First Nations Agencies and of 
Metis Settlements and the Metis Nation of 
Alberta in planning the delivery of services 
to Aboriginal children and families. 

The plan for the review is to meet with as 
many stakeholder groups as possible 
Written feedback from groups and individu- 
als is encouraged and can be sent by email 


The child 


social worker turned lawyer is fight- 

ing in court to see the Charter Rights 

of parents and families are respected 
in child welfare cases. April Kellett worked 
as a childcare counselor in group homes 
and institutions for 11 years, and as a child- 
care counselor for the government for five 
years. Then, frustrated by the system, she 
became a lawyer who specializes in child 
welfare law. 


“People live in fear of child welfare -- 
everyone lives in fear,” she said. “All that 
has to happen is for someone who is angry 
to make a false allegation and then you've 
got Child Welfare in your life. It's very hard 
to get them out again. It’s on your record. 
Once children are in care they are seldom 
retumed with a closed file.” 

Kellett said respect for families is needed, 
Parents feel they are being treated like crim- 
inals. Once children have been apprehend- 


ed, the parents have to prove their inno- 
cence in court. In most cases, the parents 
are allowed no access for at least two weeks. 
Child welfare wants the children “to adjust” 
to the foster home. In the meantime, the 
parents are desperate to know how the chil- 
dren are, and the children are feeling that 
mom and dad have abandoned them. 
There is no empathy for the parents who 
obviously care. Though they may not be 
able to provide the best care, they still want 
to be in the child’s life. 

“Every kid wants to go home no matter 
how abused or neglected they have been,” 
Kellett said. “The system doesn’t understand 
what the children lose when they are appre- 
hended and lose contact with their family. 

Kellett has worked with many abused 
kids in care. Apprehensions are often done 
late at night. A “cart team” consisting of 
the police and the social worker comes to 
take the child. The parent is crying in the 


a www.childwelfareact.gov.ab.ca, Fax - 780- 


services 1S to work together to ennance the 
ability of families and communities to devel- 
op nurturing and safe environments for chil- 
dren and youth” with protection of children 
as a top priority. The Child Welfare Act must 
“achieve a balance between promoting and 
ensuring the safety and well-being of chil- 
dren while respecting the fundamental 
responsibility of parents for their children.” 
The review is to take place between June 
2001 and November 2004 with five phases. 
The first phase from June to September 2001 


next room. The child may be taken right 
out of bed still in pajamas. “In the kid's eyes 
it’s kidnapping. For a child, even two or 
three days are terrifying being away from 
mom and dad.” 

Almost all of the children are diagnosed 
with attachment disorder when they are 
given a psychological assessment six to 
eighteen months after the apprehension. 
Kellett believes the disorder is caused by the 
apprehension. It’s a normal reaction to the 
trauma of separation. “The kids will never 
have the security of a home again. They 
will always have the feeling that someone is 
going to rip them out again. Even if they 
are returned, they can no longer trust mom 
and dad because they let strangers take 
them away.” 

“Child Welfare always talks about “the 
best interests of the child.” But it can’t be in 
the child’s best interest to trample on the 
charter rights of the parents,” Kellett said. 


was to look at the background and to pee 


2001 to February 2002, receiving submis- 
sions from groups and individuals. Phase 
three from March to May 2002 will be to 
consolidate and analyze the submissions 
and for drafting and approval of recommen- 
dations. Phase four from June 2002 to 
January 2003 will be drafting of legislation. 
[he final phase form February 2003 to 
March 2004 is the presentation of draft legis- 
lation before legislation and preparation for 


implementation. # 


snatchers 


“It's a really confusing system that's really 
harmful to parents and kids. The most I can 
do is to lessen the conflict. If the parents 
want to fight, I will fight all the way for 
them.” 

The apprehended child is placed under a 
temporary guardianship order (GO). The 
parents can apply to have the child 
returned, and after the first weeks or 
months, may be permitted visits. If the child 
is later placed under a permanent 
guardianship order (PGO) the parent has a 
month to appeal. After that, if the appeal is 
not made or is unsuccessful, the govern- 
ment has the child until he or she turns 18. 
The parents cannot apply to have the child 
returned. 

When a child is placed in a foster home, 
he or she is expected to adjust to a new 
environment in a new community, new 
family, and new school with no contact 
with the parents for weeks or months. 
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Losing a part 
of yourself 


young mother left the courthouse 

crying uncontrollably after a judge's 

verdict left her shattered. Sandra 
Gladue went to court October 17 with the 
expectation that her 15-month-old son 
would be returned to her care. Instead, her 
son was made PGO with no access. His fos- 
ter parents want to adopt him. 


“| feel like I died on the spot when I lost 
custody of my son. I feel like I’ve been 
raped. I've lost a part of me,” she said. “My 
child is not in my life and I’m not given a 
chance to prove I am a good parent. | feel 
like I don't matter. Whatever I say or do is 
not good enough.” 

For Gladue, the worst part is not know- 
ing if her son is happy or sad, and not 
being allowed to see him grow up. She 
thinks the whole system is not fair to par- 


Often, even contact with siblings is lost. 
There is a lack of continuity. Sometimes a 
child who is TGO will be made PGO when 
the foster parents want to adopt. It used to 
be clear that foster parents could not use 
their role to pick and choose children they 
liked and adopt, but that is no longer the 
case. 

“Tam always concerned whenever | have 
a case where the foster parents have decided 
to adopt," said Kellett. "It becomes a custody 
battle where the foster parents can offer a 
better home. They don’t even have to show 
up in court. Child welfare does it for them. 
The parent, however, has to appear. When 
you appear, everything you do, think, say or 
feel is used against you in court.” 

Mental patients face a no-win situation 
with child welfare. Until the 1980s, they 
were sterilized. Now, they are allowed to 
have the child, and then it is taken away 
right from the womb. Child Welfare shows 
up an hour or so after the child's birth to 
take the child away even if the parents still 
want to be involved. Kellett said that parents 
should have the right to be involved in their 
child’s life even if, due to mental incapacity, 
they are unable to care for the child at 
home. 


ents. "I've been willing to change and have 
made positive changes" she said. 

This is Gladue's second child to be 
apprehended and made PGO. Her first son 
was taken into custody four years ago. He 
was born with severe asthma, lactose intol- 
erance, and other health problems. When 
he was TGO, Gladue and the foster parents 
kept up a written communications, and she 
was given pictures of her son. She appealed 
the PGO order twice, then gave up. Now 
she visits him every six months, because 
the foster parents allow it. She will be see- 
ing him for Christmas. 

With her second pregnancy, she was 
determined to do everything she could to 
have a healthy baby. She didn’t drink or 
use drugs, and cut down on smoking ciga- 
rettes. She was living at a hotel, but she 
made sure that she had a healthy diet. 
When the baby was born, she even breast- 
fed her son for the first three weeks. But 
she had trouble finding an apartment 
because she couldn't pay the damage 
deposit. She had to go to a shelter with the 


Poor families are also at risk. In three- 
and-a-half years of Child Welfare law, Kellett 
said she has had only two paying cases. 
Ninety-nine percent of the kids in care come 
from poor families. Poor people are much 
more vulnerable because they live in 
cramped quarters, often apartments, and 
many are single parents. A lot of them are 
losing their children because they don’t have 
food or they have dirty homes. Kellett said 
she represented a woman who was in court 
because her house was too dirty. The social 
worker said there were clumps of dirt on the 
rug. Kellett asked," Did you see a vacuum 
cleaner in the house? " The woman had 
been sweeping the carpet with a broom. 

Kellett blames high caseloads, lack of 
time and the pressure to make decisions 
quickly for the failure of the child welfare 
system to do proper investigations before 
apprehension. And she wants to see respect 
for families and parents. 

“I have a basic respect for my clients. No 
matter what they have done, | respect 
them,” she said. 


Artictes By LinpA DUMONT 


baby. He was apprehended from the shelter 
when he was six weeks old. At the time, she 
was told he would be returned when she 
had a stable home. 

Gladue worked hard at completing her 
service plan. She took a course in manag- 
ing emotions at AADAC, and completed a 
parenting course at Ben Calf Robe. She also 
kept regular visits with her son for four 
hours twice a week, and then, since 
January, three hours three times a week. A 
month before court, however, the visits 
were cut back to three hours each Friday. 
She never had her last visit, scheduled for 
the day after her appearance in court. 

“IT thought I would be getting my baby 
back, but they won't even let me see him. 
They said he’d get confused if he sees me 
and it would be better for the foster family 
to adopt him,” Gladue said. “They said | 
would not be able to parent him and deal 
with changes in his life because they don’t 
know if I have FAS or FAE.” 

Gladue grew up in foster homes. By the 
time she was seven she had already been in 


an orphanage and several-homes. She said 
she didn’t like being bounced around like a 
yo-yo. When she was seven, Gladue was 
put into a home with a German father and 
a Dutch mother. She first learned she was 
Aboriginal when the kids teased her at 
school, but knew little about her culture 
until she contacted her birth mother when 
she was 21. 

In the foster home, Gladue always felt 
she was second best. “It was easy for the 
foster parents to show love to their own 
children but not to me,” Gladue said,"but | 
still remembered my mother. And my sister 
wrote to me once when I was twelve.” 
Today Gladue is close to her real family 
and lives with her birth mother and has no 
contact with the foster family. She feels the 
loss of her own children deeply and has 
applied to appeal the court decision made 
regarding her son. She calls daily to see if a 
decision has been made. 

“All the love in my soul, my heart and 
my mind, I have for my children,” Gladue 
said. “I pray for them all of the time.” & 


‘ 
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Ways 


Part 2: During 


“Responsibility” is a word that clients of 
the Changing Ways program learn to rede- 
fine during the twelve weeks they spend in 
a program designed “to invite men to take 
responsibility for ending their violence in 
relationships -acknowledging that the only 
person you can change is yourself.” -to 
quote Mike Hoyt, a counselor with the pro- 
gram. 

The program material gets men to look 
at the word as RESPONSE-ABILITY. The ses- 
sion built around the redefinition helps 
men see that they have the ability to 
respond to any situation they encounter, 
rather than simply react. 

The official name of the program is 
“Edmonton Family Violence Treatment, 
Education, Research Centre. To the guys 
who enroll in the course, it is known as 
Changing Ways. For most, it starts with a 
telephone call to tell an empathetic person 
on the other end of the line that he is abus- 
ing someone he cares for and that he 
wants to stop. After a telephone interview, 
he comes into the offices in a building just 
off Whyte Avenue and makes arrange- 
ments to enroll in the program. The first 
meeting he attends will have him sign his 
name to a contract that says, among other 
things, that he will attend all the meetings, 
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Changing 


It takes a special 
kind of guy to 
handle dealing 
with a room full 
of guys who are 
known to have 
strong reactions 
to dealing with 
emotional issues 
or have sup- 
pressed their 
emotions so thor- 
oughly they 
think they are 
incapable of feel- 
ing anything. 


no misses or excuses allowed, barring a 
complete physical inability to attend. Some 
guys drop out at that point, but most see it 
through. Those who see it through have 
made a commitment to Mike, the other 
guys in the group and to themselves to do 
what they said they would do to really 
change their ways. For some guys, that’s a 


first, and it leaves them feeling a lot better 
about themselves, and goes a long way 
toward putting real changes in the way 


they do things. It’s really part of the cure 

Does it work? From his experience over 
the past 12 years, Hoyt says it does. Of 
course, any healing program is only as 
good as what a person puts into it, but 
Hoyt definitely does his part. He has been 
with Changing Ways since the day it start- 
ed, and in that time he has ‘seen at least 
1500 men (most of them voluntarily, less 
than a third are court mandated to attend) 
come through the door and sign up. With 
volunteer burnout being what it is, that in 
itself says a lot about the kind of guy he is. 
He's also the kind of guy who listens with 
an open ear and a non-judgmental atti- 
tude. He's also open to taking feedback, 
whether or not he likes what he hears, and 
he acts on it. There is post-course feedback 
too—random telephone interviews with 
spouses of attendees either confirms or 
denies how the guy has changed. 

The course material helps a guy see 
that even though he may not have resorted 
to violence of a physical nature, he may be 
abusive in other ways. He gets to see that it 
is his basic attitude that is responsible for 
his behavior, and he is the one responsible 
for changing that attitude -and himself in 
the process. There is more material than 
can be covered in the two-hour sessions, 
and guys have to “do their homework”. 
They are also invited to come back with 
questions and get them answered. Nobody 
is ever made to feel bad if he asks what he 


thinks may be a dumb question. They get 


One of the things that keeps Mike going 
is the feedback guys give him that the 
course and the follow-up support group 
(which they can attend as long as they 
like) are having a positive influence for 
change in their lives. 

It takes a special kind of guy to handle 
dealing with a room full of guys who are 
known to have strong reactions to dealing 
with emotional issues or have suppressed 
their emotions so thoroughly they think 
they are incapable of feeling anything— 
and Mike Hoyt is a special guy. For one 
thing, he listens to a guy talk, like he’s the 
only person in the room, but when he hits 
a situation that the other guys can help 
with, he knows how to pull them in and 
get their feedback. He gets problems talked 
through instead of around, and he knows 
how to help guys solve them, and helps 
them walk out of the room feeling better 
than when they walked in. For another 
thing, he stresses that the room is a safe 
place—a place where a guy can be him- 
self—and deal with the problems his 
behavior causes for other people without 
feeling threatened himself. He does a lot to 
create an atmosphere where a guy can 
say—I’m scared, I'm hurt, I’m mad or I’m 
happy, I’m excited, I’m ecstatic. For a lot of 
guys, just being able to identify those feel- 
ings and express them is a first. When 
Mike Hoyt listens to a guy, that guy can 
walk away knowing he’s been heard. That 
has to help.Last of all, Mike Hoyt is the 
kind of guy who totally believes in the 
potential for change—change that means 
growth, growth that can lead to making a 
better world. 

As he says -quoting Ghandi “We have 
to become the change we want to see.” 


JAKE FREIDMAN 


roviding poor men and women with a chance to take control 

of their lives is the purpose of Our Voice. For seven years now 

we have given opportunities to more than 2000 people in 
Edmonton who have found themselves living in poverty. 


Our Voice is a project of Bissell Centre and was founded in 1994 
to empower people who were homeless or at risk of becoming so, as 
they work toward gainful employment and self-sufficiency. With 
more than a seven-year history, the Our Voice organization has 
gained notoriety for honest news reporting and our unique 
approach to addressing poverty. 


Ye S I would like to 


contribute to Our Voice! 


Our Voice has come a long way but needs more to be done and we 
cannot do it without you. Your tax-deductible financial contribution 
will allow us to continue our commitment of helping the home- 
less/and the unemployed transition into gainful employment. 

Won't you please take a minute and send in your contribution 
today? Your giving and supportive spirit will not go unrecognized. 


Please send a cheque to: 


Our Voice 10527-96 Street 
Edmonton AB. T5H 2H6 


Enclosed is a tax-deductible donation for 
$100.00. $75.00. $50.0. Other 


Name: 


Address: 
Organization (if any): 


Phone: 


Your money will go toward: 

@ Helping with the printing costs of Our Voice. 

@ Computer and writing training for our vendors. 

@ Continued support and empowerment services for vendors. 


Great gifts! 


For some visual poetry, get your: 


2002 Our Voice Calendar from your local OV 
vendor. Calendars are also available at 
Greenwood’s (II) and at the Bissell Centre. 


Only $10 for photographic and 
literary inspiration. 


For more info phone Ron @ 423-2285 Ext. 139 
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i. society 


i. act or faculty of seeing, sight 
ii. mental picture 
ili. inapinative insight 
iv. statesmanlike foresight 


-y, beautiful person ~~ 
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errorist 
chool 


wo prisoners at the Federal Prison Camp in 
Sheridan, OR, Eric Robison and Josh Raisler 
Cohn, have declared an 18 day hunger strike 
to protest the continued existence of the School of 
the Americas. Robison (21 from Spokane, WA) and 
Raisler Cohn (24 from Portland , OR) have been 
imprisoned on 6 month maximum sentences along 
with 19 others for trespassing at Ft. Benning, GA, 
the home of this controversial combat training 


school. 


Several of their codefendants will also be partici- 
pating in the 18 day juice and water only fast from 
their various locations around the country. The fast 
will continue until November 18, the day thousands 
of citizens will gather at Ft. Benning to take part in 
a vigil and civil disobedience calling for the perma- 
nent closure of the SOA. "This combat training 


school is a School of Assassins for Latin American 
soldiers, and we will continue to work, even from 
prison, until it is closed forever.," said Robison 


t 


t is threefold: 


The purpose of the fas 


test the imprisonment of politic | prisoners 


The U.S. Army School of the Americas was founded 
in 1946 in Panama and 


rot 
f 


has been the center of con- 
rsy for decades. More than 60,000 Latin 
American soldiers have been trained in counterin- 
surgency warfare techniques at the SOA. The 
school's graduates consistently use their skills to 


Wage war against people in their own countries)... hed. 


organizers ic 
for the rights of the poor. 

For example, Archbishop Oscar Romero was 
assassinated in 1980 by SOA graduates in El 
Salvador, and more than half of the hundreds of 
Colombian soldiers listed as human rights violators 
in a recent report were graduates of the SOA. 

In 1996 the Pentagon released SOA training 
manuals that advocate the use of torture, extortion 
and execution targeted at civilian populations in 
Latin America. 

Due to a growing citizen campaign in the U.S. 
the SOA almost had its funding cut in Congress last 
year, and as a result the Pentagon has changed the 
name of the school. Despite its new name, the 
Western Hemispheric Institute for Security 
Cooperation (WHISC) cannot distance itself from its 
horrific past. SOA supporter and Georgia Senator 
the late Paul Coverdel promised that the changes to 
the school would be."cosmetic" and that WHISC 
would continue to fill the function of the SOA. 

Thousands are expected to participate in the 
vigil at Ft. Benning on November 18, 2001. The vigil 
commemorates the anniversary of the murders of 6 
Jesuits, their coworker and her daughter by SOA 
graduates in E! Salvador in 1989. 

It is ironic and sad that as George W. Bush calls 
for an all out war against those that "inspire, sup- 
port and finance" terror he has not closed the School 
of the Americas," said Raisler Cohn. "Millions of 
taxpayer dollars are used every year to finance a 
training school for terrorists in our own backyard at 
the SOA." 


ind others who work 


reilgious WOrkKers 


Write To The Prisoners: 


Addresses and additional information about the "SOA 26" at 
http://www.soaw.org 


Addresses of political prisoners in Mexico/Chiapas at 
http://www.geocities.com/zapatistablock 
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< Irish Straw Boys:Terrorists dressed as women with straw masks > 


Women speak out 
against war and 
state spin action! 


herie Blair and Laura Bush, wives of this cen- 

tury's key global warmongers, have appar- 

ently only just decided to address the newly 
discovered urgency of the plight of women in 
Afghanistan despite ten years of Taliban-executed 
fascist exclusion, beatings and demonisation. Now 
the two first ladies are doing their bit for the war 
effort by launching a campaign for women's rights 
in the bomb-pounded country. Wow, what sisterly 
solidarity! Maybe the world leaders and their wives 
Teally do care, after all these years, and capitalism 
really is a saving grace to all trapped in poverty. 
So, now all the burkahs are off, two generations of 
indoctrination are shed for good in a puff of dust. 
How fantastic, we saw it on the telly, it must be 
true, people.even had Pocahontas t-shirts they'd 


“yee 


5 gah Ms 


just been dying to show all this time, and it's all 
thanks to us western freedom crusaders. Yeah, we 
heard you'd been fighting underground for years to 
overthrow the Taliban but were too starved and 
repressed to do anything decisive, and no one 
would help you internationally, too expensive, 
wouldn't want you getting any real power and get- 
ting all upitty, and gulp, taking control of your 
lives and creativity/productivity, independently, so 
we came and did it all for you, we want help, no, 
not help you to help yourselves, no no, we want to 
take over. 


The female Bush and Blair are now exploiting a 
fake gender identification with women they have 
NOTHING IN COMMON WITH and NEVER WILL, 
and will in fact contribute to their future subjuga- 
tion under capital through their forced entry into 
the free market where the majority will end up 
working for peanuts to line the pockets of transna- 
tional corporations about to making a killing out 
of the war. Maquiladora-style Free Trade Zones 
here we come. And as Afghanistan moves towards 
becoming a ‘Newly Independent State’, its 
resources, mineral and, crucially, human, will be 


subsumed into the profit driven project of breath- 
ing the life or death, of overseas investment into 
the region and with it, a globally exported life of 
wage-labour misery. This wonderful model of pro- 
duction and consumption, a democracy, still keeps 
people locked in patriarchal power structures 
which will remain ever-strong as long as a profit 
focused system based on wage labour - unequal at 
that, even here in the UK- and the fetishisation and 
commodification of gender through alienated, pre- 
scriptive identities is promoted. Afghani women, 
just like women throughout the ‘developing’ - read 
re-colonised world- bear the brunt of IMF and WB 
imported Structural Adjustment Programmes. 
These are a checklist of escalating state facilitated 
austerity measures geared towards preparing a 
country for plundering. SAPs (slapped on countries 
and councils both in the North and South - 
Hackney, London is a prime example) dictate a 
slashing of public services: education, health, land 
-- forget it --, hyper-inflation and the privatisation 
of everything in sight. 


UK INDYMEDIA 


sharing 
Circles 


The Society for Metis Literacy will be holding a series of sharing 
circles at the Sacred Heart Church Rectory. These circles will meet 
every Thursday evening from 7 pm to 9 pm starting November 15 
to December 27, 2001. The purpose of these gatherings is to share 
knowledge on how to support Aboriginal ways of living and know- 
ing. The ideas gathered from these circles will be used to plan and 
develop learning expereinces around strengthening our families. 
The Society for Metis Lieteracy plans to offer these learning mod- 
lues at various Edmonton locations in the year 2002. We want and 
need your input please come join us. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. 


lf interested in attending or for more infor- 
mation please call Rosalie at 990-0370. If 
you are unable to call just show up. 


In addition, open discussion circle on pop- 
ular themes will be held every Wednesday 
night from 7 pm to 9 pm at the location 
noted above. For more information call 
420-0599. 
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Th ank Ou for being the greatest 


Creator. 


This is the time to gives thanks to the Creator for 

the things he has given me. Of all the gifts he has 
given me the best is how to Love 

Love is shown in many ways and it also comes with 
thanks for being able to walk on this wonderful earth 
one more day. Love is given in the little or big 

things I do for people and not expect anything in 
return. The only thing I want from people is love and 
respect. If I love myself that would in turn 

be passed on to others and they will treat people in 

a better way. I have to be true in my heart and be open 
to new ideas. If I respect myself and show others 
respect,they will in turn treat others in the same way. 
I give thanks to the Creator 

for all the friends I have in my life. If it was not 

for them and the Creator I would be lost in this 
confusing world. I also give thanks to myself for 
being the true warrior I turned out to be. | also give 


thanks to all the people out there that said "You 
not alone". I have learned that everyone needs peo} 
\ are for them, I give thanks to my editor 
influence in my life to change 
and finding love for all things. She has shown me what 
it is like to be part of a family that loves | 
matter what. I also give thanks to all the peopl 
teaching me everyday and lovingevery new day that 
comes. | am now « Red Road to freedom and | have 
to fight the demons that cross my path. The fight is 
jetting easier, I have more respect for me and the Red 
Road is getting less difficult to travel. I want to 

thank all our faithful readers out there 
not for them we would not have a“voice.” I want 

to thank all the vendors for spreading the word of 

being the greatest paper in this city. I thank all of 

the people for supporting us and letting us be 

ourselves. We are people and we are vendors who love 
our jobs. | am a writer and I am proud to write for 

this paper. I can walk down the street with my head 
held high and say | am a writer for Our Voice 
Magazine. | write from the heart because the Creator is 
in me and | am never alone. 
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If it was 


Your brother on the Red Road, 
Len Blackfox Martial. 


Reg Taylor 


advertising sales 
freelance writer 


Our Voice Magazine / Bissell Centre / Native News 


Office Hours: 
Tuesday to Friday 
8 AM to 1PM 


#101, 11816-82ST 
Edmonton, AB 
T5B 2Z3 


Phone: (780) 471-6790 
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14530 - 118 Avenue 


Edmonton, AB T5L 2M8S 
_ info@sparkprintwear.com 
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Category 


Racism 

Health & Wellness 
The End of the World 
Power 


Nature 


What Gives Me Hope 
If | Were A Politician 


Friendship 
Writing the City 


Call Spark 
for your 
t-shirts, 
graphics, 
hoodies, 

embroidery, 

hats, crests, 
sweat pants, 
banners, 
and more! 
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Nothing As Beautiful As 
Severely Normal Alberta 


The Stories We Never Tell 
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Thursday 7:00pm, 
January 24, 2002 
Operation Friendship 
9526 - 106 Ave 


Sponsor 


Changing Together 

Boyle McCauley Health Centre 

Inner City Pastoral Ministry 
Community Action Project 

T.E. Bissell Thrift Shoppe 

Boyle Street Co-Op 

Sisters of Charity 

Parkland Institute 

Orlando Books 

Operation Friendship & Myro’s Pharmacy 
Depart. of English, University of Alberta 
Peter Goldring 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: 


December 21, 2001 


Send submissions to: 

Our Voice c/o Bissell Centre 
10527 - 96 St. 
Edmonton, AB 

TSH 2H6 
Fax: (780) 425-6594 


(Drop by the Our Voice Distribution Office or 
call 423-2285 ext: 139 for contest rules.) 


oV 


t 


reet 


< 15> 


<16> 


WV 


Dreams 


My life is fucked 
Because my luck 


This is my chance to make change 

Cuz I'm living a life that’s fucked and strange 

I’m on my last bridge and I hope it don’t collapse 

My chance to stop the weed and I hope I don’t relapse 


4 years down the drain 


Why? Cuz I never stopped using my brain 


Now I’m starting to go insane 
My life’s a living hell 


I wish it was all a dream and wake up to the 


Morning bell. 
But it’s not, so oh well 
I'm starting not to give a shit 


But I wanna move home so | have to start thinking a bit 
So I thank you for reading my poem 

But my only dream is to move back home... 

“ALL DREAMS CAN COME TRUE 


BUT IT’S ALL UP TO YOU” 


Apvam CHRISTOPHER NEAPETUNG 


De 


you remember not so 


Thundering hooves of the buffalo 


Eagle soaring in the sky 

Bear on the mountain high 
Grass which was always green 
Air which was always clean 


Now look around what do you see 


Nuclear arms in society... 
Acid rain, house effect 


Vien mat thie ward te pint nevfart 
What are they gonna do 

When the world ends 

Money, greed and power 

Were their only friends 


Let me tell you 

They haven't lied 
I've passed thru 

To the other side 
There is a heaven 

There is a hell 
Where | went 

I cannot tell 
I heard a gnash of teeth 

I saw a light 
I was stuck between 

This awful sight 
I traveled here 

| traveled there 
Where | went 

I cannot share 
There was a hall 

And at both ends 
One was my enemy 

The other my friend 


yng ago 
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Reclaiming 
Democracy 


ake heart folks. While the world might appear lately 
to be bound for hell in a handbasketwgood people are 
mobilizi ve our democracy. The Parkland 

e held its fifth annual fall conference from oY 


15th to the 18th at the University of Alberta under the tin 
by QNG GpPLopridle WUC Read g ULI Lae ere 

Gillian Steward, a professor at the University of Regina’s 
of Journalism, made the encouraging observation 
that she dete “imeredible undercurrent of energy and 
inquiry and enthusiasm” at the Parkland "institute's confer- 
ence. She noted that this energy was also apparent at other 
conferences she had recently attended. This is encouraging 
because it bodes well for the preservation of our democracy. 
The down side of this observation is that this positive energy 
is not being reflected in the mainstream local or national 
media. Steward pointed out that the media coverage over 
the last couple of months or so gives the impression that 
democracy has been “dampened down”, that there is no 
room for dissent; indeed that nobody is questioning the 
watershed events happening in our society. The discussions 
at the Parkland Institute’s conference and certainly at other 
similar conferences around the country put the lie to this 
homogeneity of opinion being offered up by the media. 

Fortunately for we citizens, public opinion is not being 
completely ignored just yet. Witness the pressure brought to 
bear on Bill C-36 that has yielded some amendments to the 
controversial proposed legislation. But the introduction of 
this bill along with the recently introduced Public Safety Act 
does offer a challenge to our democratic society. Steward 
believes that what is necessary to reclaim democracy is to 
reclaim public discourse. The former Managing Editor of 
the Calgary Herald remarked that she has witnessed a 
growing concentration and commodification of the news 
delivery service. This has resulted in the trivialization and 
neglect of the local news scene. Since the media plays an 
essential role in the exercise of democracy, this token partic- 
ipation in local news events contributes to the withering of 
local democracy. 

The abdication of the media from local democracy does 
not mean, however, that they are concentrating their best 
efforts in covering issues relevant to national democracy. 
The corporate ownership/concentration of media and the 
cyberspace approach to the practice of democracy (through 
public opinion polling and the networked dissemination of 
news items from a centralized news server location) appear 
as efforts to - in Steward’s terms - “transcend natural and 
human influences that mould culture and society”. This is 
distinct from local democratic practice that is particular to 
each location or, as Steward phrased it “every community 


Losing Faith (Brace) 


fter more than six years, Pastor Faith Brace is leaving 
the inner city where she has become an important 


part of the community. As pastor at the Inner City 
Pastoral Ministry, Faith Brace had an office in the basement 
of the Boyle McCauley Health Centre rather than a church, 
but a congregation that spans the inner city. On Sundays 


the ministry holds the Community of Emmanuel Service at 
the Bissell Centre. After the service, 200 to 300 people are 

rved lunch. Her husband, Lorne, often came with her and 
willingly pitched in with the clean-up, carrying boxes and 
whatever else needed to be done. 


Maggie McCleod, a resident of Boyle Street, first met 
Faith at a Sunday morning breakfast at the Bissell Centre 
She was walking through asking the people how they wer 
doing. She showed great care and he’ 


1e’d always be 


passing out cigarettes even though she doesn’t smoke 
‘She's a very compassionate w ” says McCleod. 
The rest of the Faith's job was out in the communi 


ty. She was there for funerals, and even served communion 
in the Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples. She visited 
people in hospitals, jails and their homes, and worked 
together with many agencies and organizations in the inner 
city. 


“Last week | was at the Boyle Street Co-op for their 30th 
anniversary, and at the last minute they asked me to say a 
prayer,” Faith says, “There was a native Ader beside me 
After we both prayed, they offered us each a blanket and 
tobacco. It was a proud moment.” 

Faith regularly went to the women’s Emergency 


has its own way of communicating with its own parts”. 

A community’s ability to communicate with its own 
parts is determined to a large extent by the level of civic lit- 
eracy of its citizens. Dr. Henry Milner outlined his studies 
on this concept and to judge from the points he made, it is 
certainly in the overall interest of a society to promote civic 
literacy. A major advance in civic literacy can be accom- 
plished by encouraging people to read (worthy) newspapers, 
as well as promoting lifelong learning through adult educa- 


their own civic literacy. “Michael shared the story of how, in 


an inspiring example of local democracy at work, the “Six 
Angry Mothers” got rid of a drug house in their neighbour- 
hood and laid the foundation for CAP, the Community 
Action Project. Michael’s presentation in the “Who Controls 
City Hall?” seminar touched on the importance of sharing 
stories in building power. This recognition of the essential 


role of relationships in societal associations - not the least of 


which are political associations - was also alluded to by 
Michael Valpy, columnist for The Globe and Mail when he 
said that “the purpose of journalism is to carry on impor- 
tant conversations with our culture”. While the media, as 
Valpy pointed out, is not that good at telling people (partic- 
ularly those with a high rate of civic literacy) what to think, 
it is highly adept at telling people what to think about. 
Within these “important conversations” between journalism 
and culture however, the kicker is that it is rarely the gener- 
al readership that makes the determination on what is 
important. 

Dr. Mark Kingwell, being the good philosopher that he 
is, provided a penetrating albeit somewhat dense analysis of 
what is important in the move to reclaim democracy 
Kingwell stated that “pain at the pain of others is the most 
politically significant form of pain”. This is what we mean 
by compassion. Impelled by this urge we must be con- 
cerned about others. “Which others? How many others?” 
and “How do we know?” are political questions. The ongo- 
ing attempts to provide answers and put them into practice 
are what ennoble the human race. When we care about 
others we become more fully human. We must nurture 
what Kingwell calls our “moral imagination”. How do we 
do this in the presence of so many distractions out there? 
He suggests a “critical immersion governed by the norm of 
justice”. Sounds great. Couple this with reflection on 
Michael Valpy’s belief that democracy is a gift we give our- 
selves and the reclamation project will be well underway. 


Ron MacLecan 


The people at the Parkland Institute are working hard to preserve democracy 
Among their mandated responsibilities are conducting and publishing 
research on economic, social, cultural, and political issues facing Albertans 
and Canadians. To find out more about the Parkland Institute visit their 
website at: http://www.ualberta.ca/PARKLAND/home.htm 


Also, think about becoming a member to support this important agent of 
social change. 


Accommodation Shelter to help out at the desk, and to meet 
with the women, and she was involved with the Kindred 
House (a drop in for prostitutes) leadership team. She is a 
member of the Qualit Life Commission lobbying for 
changes in policy around poverty, and worked on the Songs 
of the Street Poetry contest and book. On Fridays, she met 
with Father Bilod 
istry at the York Hot 
Faith says she feels she was at 
part of the 
nity in the inne 


1 retired priest, for a listening min 


to become at least.a 
nunity, and she values the sense of commu- 


“The people are very hospitable and 


welcoming here. That's true even though there is a lot of 
hardship and pain. I almost think the hardship makes pec 

ple more open and accepting and caring. I also like the 
humour here. People laugh a lot even though their lives are 
hard.” 


lin 


Faith was originally a high school teacher, then live 
the country while raising her four children. In 1985 she had 
he opportunity to work for a Lutheran Ministry in the 
North. That proved to be a life-changing experience. She 


found the Aboriginal people hospitable and welcoming. 


After that, she went to a seminary, and was ordained at 
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church in 1995. Faith first came to the 
inner city in 1993-94 as a student; then, came on full time 
in June, 1995 

Her husband is retiring, and they will be moving to 
southern Alberta where he grew up. Faith hopes to be able 
to get another job working with people in poverty once 
her new community 

I feel very sad to be leaving,” says Faith, “but I think it’s 


g tired.” 
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Boxing for 
Christmas 


ry walking up to the front entrance of the 
Gordon Russell’s Crystal Kids Youth Ce 

and the first thing you'll notice 
angular sign on the right hand side of its main 
door entrance with the words 


our promise for tomorrow. 


When 


recently, yo 


ntre 


through the 


se GOOTS. 


through thei! 


u will see a 9,000 


you go doors, as | did 


square foot fa 
1 


is a recreational r inner-city chil- 
a gymnasium that offers an array of sporting 
activities. You can imagine why the organization 
lives up to its motto. 

The facility includes a regulation size basketball 
court where volleyball, badminton, floor hockey, 
and other favorite sports are offered to children and 
teens in the inner city. 

There is a kitchen where nutritious hot meals 
are given out to the children after school hours at 
4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday. The building also has a 
games room for children who can participate in a 
number of activities, which include video games, 
billiards and ping-pong. 

There's no obligation for children to pay into a 
membership when using the facility and its activi- 
ties. The facility is a non-profit organization which 
officially opened its doors in October of 2000. Several 
Edmonton businesses contributed to the funding for 
the construction of this diverse building. 
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the people’s columnist 


Ed Bean 
Motor Village 
Saturn 


owner of Crystal Glass, Randy Cable of 
as well as the locally-based business, 
each contributed their financial share. In 
three businesses contributed $690,000 to 


omplete this facility, whic 


total, all 
went from a dream to 
ed of recreati 


a reality for children in ne n and 


sporting activities 


1d current coach, Gordon Russell, trai 
teaching the proper skills of boxing t 
female novice boxers 
The former professional boxer has been coach- 


ing boxing for over 50 years. Gordon is a national 
award winnir 
tive honor of ma 


He has also had the distinc- 
vy national coaching awards. He 
has had the ¢ any fortune and experience of coach- 
ing some of the most a top-ranked ama 
teur fighters in Canada. The “well knowns” include 
Randy Jackson, Guy Boutin, Ralph Kozak, and 
Dennis Belair. 

Some of the gyms that Gordon has previously 
coached at over the years include the old Alberta 
Hotel’s boxing gym, where he worked as a business 
partner with Phil Klein, the father of Alberta 
Premier Ralph Klein. He also coached boxing at the 
Canadian Native Friendship Centre for 17 years 
prior to opening his own gym 

The experienced coach and trainer also antici- 
pates the best from his young aspiring talent when 
teaching the proper fundamentals of boxing. He 
says, “Respect. I think we'll prove to be a really 
good gymnasium. It’s going to take a little while, 
that’s all.” 

Gordon established the boxing gym for one rea- 
son. He says, “I love boxing more than anything. 
It's all for the kids, that’s the most important 
thing.” 


1g coacn, 
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Recently, Gordon Russell obtained the services of 
a young coach named Dan Jones, who’s also 
employed as a beat Constable along 118 Avenue in 
Edmonton. When not coaching, Dan is also an 
amateur boxer. His record in the ring is 5-3-2. He 
has a basic understanding of what children in the 
inner city are capable of. He says, “I think general- 
ly kids in the area have an inner-city toughness 
that kids in other areas don’t have. Inner-city kids 
are incredible, they're tougher than most adults 
that I know that grew up in a middle-class area.” 

“T think I have two goals. One is to give the 
kids a different viewpoint of what the police are 
about and have positive interaction rather than 
always-negative interaction. Two is to help Gordon 
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get some good fighters out of this gym.” 

Prior to Christmas, the gym is hoping that 
Santa will find the kids a new certified boxing 
coach who will hopefully replace the previous 
coach, Randy Jackson. 

If you're an experienced and gifted boxing 
coach, or know anyone who is, please contact Mrs. 
Frances Russell at 479-5283, Gordon Russell’s 
Crystal Kids Youth Centre (located at 8718 - 118 
Avenue). They're open from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Monday to Friday, and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on 
Saturday. 


JOHN ZAPANTIS 
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Cafe Meosaics 


A“ Pret citizen of 
r the month 
Every month, we will feature 

someone who has gone the 

extra mile to make a eo 


difference in the lives of those C rere Be Se ee 


Edmonton, since 1971. Although 


rked as an Air 


Chuck previously 


who are less fortunate. The frafic Controle, he's 
Citizen of the Month will as ee 


Habitat For Humanities’ Re-Us 


He likes the job for its fl 


receive a dinner for two 
courtesy of Cafe Mosaics on 
Whyte Avenue. 


vom 


vendor of the month 


work hours and in allowing hin 
choose what, how and when to do dif 
ferent tasks. Chuck’s message to people 
is: “It is much better to give your time 
and talent to an organization, than just 
giving cash or a cheque.” 


ur Voice veteran vendor Michael 
is certainly one class act and is 
reputable for being polite and 


sober to both his Our Voice colleagues 
and customers, 


Michael was born in London 
England. His father worked as a chauf- 
feur, his mother as a bookkeeper. He is 
also the oldest of two sons. 


Our well-mannered Our Voice ven 


ing for Our Voice Vendors. He started 
vending Our Voice - The Spare 
Change Magazine on October 15, 
1999. 

Michael has connected well with 
both the Edmonton and Our Voice 
communities. He has found his deserv- 
ing place with society. Michael says, “I 
know a lot of people who buy the 
paper from me regularly or make 
donations who are concerned about 
my health and welfare. I’ve built up a 
nice congregation of Our Voice peo- 
ple.” 

Michael has worked 31 years in his 
life in various areas. He’s worked as a 
delivery and pickup driver for a postal 
service, promotions and advertising for 
Canadian Pacific Airlines and as a 
courier for the Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce. 

He moved to Edmonton from 
Toronto where he owned and operated 
his own courier service for 15 years. 

Michael's life then took on a rapid 
nose-dive. Personal problems and the 
stress of work led Michael into a seri- 
ous drug and alcohol addiction. 

He soon lost his grasp on reality, 
losing his business, and he immediate- 
ly sought the moral support of an AA 
program here in Edmonton, on July 
26, 1999. 

He has been in recovery every since 
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chuck ziegler 


One of Chuck’s favorite expressions 
is: “You can pick your nose. You can 
pick your friends. You shouldn't pick 
your friends’ nose.’ 

Chuck recommends shopping at the 
Re-Use I 


Store because you pay no G.S.T 


ind can find brand new items ati 
price up to 80% below regular retail 

volunteers at this time of the 
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Good luck, Chuck, with any future 

endeavors and keep up the good work 

Cec GARFIN 


and continues to seek support by 
attending AA meetings. Michael is 
grateful for the support he’s received 
from Alcoholics Anonymous. He says, 
“They helped me to stay clean and 
sober and to try to better my life. I’m 
unemployable right now because of ill- 
nesses. The doctors have told me | 
can’t work, so I go out a few hours 
each day to get out of the house, t 


~ important role in Michael's outlook, in 


his self-confidence. He says, “Our 
Voice helps me build up my self- 
esteem and to try to be a functioning 
member of society; without having to 
panhandle or involve myself in any 
illegal activities.” 

Michael would like to express his 
sincere appreciation and Christmas 
wishes to supportive customers and 
vendors. 

“I'd like to thank all the people 
who stop everyday and check to make 
sure that I have enough food and suf- 
ficient clothing, and I’m able to pay 
my rent. | specifically thank the law 
firm, Lucas, Bowker and White, along 
with Annette and her husband who 
work there, everyone at the firm for 
their support 2 years ago. They took 
up a collection and supplied us with 
food, bus tickets, phone cards, new 
clothing and winter boots. They try to 
help out one needy family every 
Christmas. I was the one they picked 
that year. Finally, Merry Christmas to 
the staff at the Bissell, and Our Voice 
vendors and their families who are 
struggling during Christmas.” 

Merry Christmas to Michael as 
well; he is certainly deserving of recog- 
nition as Vendor Of the Month for 
Christmas. 


JOHN ZAPANTIS 


“I know a lot of people who buy the paper from me regularly or 
make donations who are concerned about my health and wel- 
fare. I’ve built up a nice congregation of Our Voice people.” 


Immune System 


Breakthrough 


Learn about Ai/E10, the ultimate nutrient. Documented 
and researched by one of the world’s leading Viro- 
Immunologists 


Dr Jesse Stoff 
M.D., Naturopath & Homeopath 


Clinically proven effective for: 


Arthritis Allergies Colitis | 
Colds & Flu Infections Candida | 
Cancer Fibromyalgia Heart Disease 
Asthma Lupus HIV 
Crohns Hepatitis Sinusitis 

| Psoriasis CMS Chronic Fatigue | 

| 

For more information call 


Catherine or Revan 

780) 488-6250 

(780) 721-7329 | 
Take care of your immune 


system & it will take care of you 


New and 
| Gently-Used | 
Bissell Centre's : 
| Thrift Shoppes Fashions | 
plus... 


8818 118 Ave © antiques 
471-6644 | 
9232 34 Ave ; | 
| wae — the best quality 
— lowest prices 
We are 100% non-profit 
and locally owned 
No GST ever 
Sea ALL PROFITS SUPPORT THE PROGRAMS 
are open seven AND SERVICES OF BISSELL CENTRE 
aio IN EDMONTON'S INNER CITY 


tl CHIVERS Suite 101 


& 10426-81 Ave 

Edmonton, AB 

T6E 1X5 

PH: [780] 439-3611 
FAX: [780] 439-8543 

www.cgklaw.net 


. GRECKOL 


Advocating for workplace 
justice and human rights 


ROBERT P. CHRISTENSEN PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 


Barristers and Solicitors 
11450-124 Street 
Edmonton, AB. 


Robert P. Christensen 
Russell R. Wilkinson 


Phone: 454-0387 Fax: 454-0389 


| e jewellerye ¢ ollectibles T 


General Practise of Law 
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Homelessness Action Day 


On November 22th five hundred 
people gathered at 96 ‘St. and-105 
Ave. to draw attention to. the hous- 


~ people, away. About 10% ofthat 
~~ number | “pre, imeee under the age 
of 15.“ . iz Skee * \ 
ee i cari ees! Tee er ‘ 
“Te ) reallly solve lve ‘the need for en emer 
= “gency, transitional, special nee eds 
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Show your | concern by contacting the 
gee of Housing: - : a 


‘STAN WOLOSHYN 
“telephone: 415-9550; fax: 415- 9411 


e-mail: swoloshyn@assemby.ab.ca 


jing crisis s that exists | in) yrds onion. | 


